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as to the hydroid nature of Millepora, first suggested by Agassiz 
and endorsed by Verrill. The present admirable and masterly 
study certainly proves, beyond doubt, the hydroid nature of the 
family of beautiful coral-like structures, called from the name of 
the typical genus (Stylaster) Stylasterid.ee. 

Most of the specimens studied by Mr. Moseley were obtained 
at a single haul of the dredge aboard the Challenger, at a depth of 
600 fathoms, off the mouth of the Rio de la Plata, in 1876. It 
was the examination of this set of specimens which first convinced 
him that the Stylasteridce were Hydroids and not Anthozoans. 
The hard and soft parts are described and very fully and beau- 
tifully illustrated, the drawings being large and thoroughly 
intelligible. 

As in most all Hydroids, the sexes are on different stocks which 
have a tendency to grow in a flabellate form with alternate germi- 
nation. The family is placed with the Milleporidce in a separate 
sub-order named by Mosely, Hydrocorallince. This sub-order, its 
families and genera, are described in full, and an essay is given on 
the pedigree of the Hydrocorallince. The author suggests the 
former existence of a hypothetical Archistylaster, and regards 
Sporadopora as " the most ancestral Stylasterid at present known." 
The essay closes with a short chapter on the distribution in space 
and time of the Stylasteridce. 
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GENERAL NOTES. 

BOTANY. 

A Tree as a Fratricide and Cannibal. — On the bank of the 
West Nishnabatona river, near Tabor, Iowa, there stands a large 
sycamore, Platanits occidentalis. About ten feet from it is the 
decayed stump of another of the same species. The diameter of 
each is about three feet. 



